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Easter lOW 

Dear Friends, 

Ghrist: i. risen" allelu.ia! He is tr1.1ly xb;en,. <1Il,lleluia.! 

An. editor at: one of the leading n~spapers in London told a story about his 
cbance meeting Wi~h a fi.her.man one Easter morning near Eastbourne, England. 
After a while, their' conversation turned to the fi~hermanrs faith in tbe resur­
r,ection of JeStlilh I~HOtl do you kn,DW Christ is risen? ~ II ac~d the skeptical neW!l~ 
man. ThefisliSE'liaanpointed at the wi:l1dowsof the eot-Eages on-the nearby cliffs 
and =-aid~ "Well, sir, sometimes, when 1'm f2l.r out at .e2il,~ I know that the lIun is 
xisen by the light that;: is ;r.eflected in those cottage windows_ Uow dQ I know 
Chrb:t is rhen? Well, sir, I see His light reflected in, the faces of my f:t:ieJ;J,ds 
and neighbors, and I feel the light of R;i.s gl.o:r.y in my own lif.e." 

Thi~ ~h~rt story .uses a simple- analogy to attest to the profou~d change that 
took plac.~ in the lives of-those who first: witnessed the empty t;:omb of Jesus and 
His subsequent appearances. If their contempo:t~rie$ did not. believe :them wb,en 
they sa,ld that, Jesus was xisen~ the believers were compelled to account for what­
ever fa~tor had changed their lives $0 dramat;i.ca1ly. One t:h~ologian called it 
the X-factor.- Believers call it ~ in the power of the living God at work in 
Jesus. 

That fi1;i$t Enster camel .oft:ly~ not with a blare of trumpets, but: with a quiet 
gasp of astonishment. It wa,S still dark when Mary Magdalene discmrered that the 
stone had been rolled away. Jesus' body was gone; the tomb was empty. She told 
John and Peter. They did uot'iWmedi.tely comprehend what had happened. so they 
went home. Mary stayed at the 'I:omb~ weeping. In the muted light of daW"/l~ Jesus 
began to reveal Bj~self to her. Unrecogni~ed at firat, Je.uB spoke her name. As 
the full light of day erased 'all doubt~ Mary Magdalene 'stood before the r~velation. 
and proclaimed the joyous mystery 9£ faith: "I have seen the Lord." 

May the £Ul1ne~s of faith be yours this Easter, allawing you to stand in the 
company of the llilllen Lord. ont' COJnpa-i,J,ion in life and our Conqueror over death, and 
recogrij.ze Him. nehold,~ -With bands rai.siE,id in benedictionilpon y()t1~ He showe;r.s down 
the precious gifts of hope~ peace and gladness. With Mary Magdalel1e~ we exclaim, 
"I have seen the Lord." Muc.h love t:Q you! 

Sincerely yours in Christ crucified and risen~ 

JI'-s- A(~L/ (j~

Fath~~1d~ 

F.S. 	, Your generosity to the Annual EaAter Collection wo~d, be deeply appreciated, 
as your Parish feels the sting of increased costs for services and goods~ 
similar to your own households. ,Your. gift to the Church is itself a gift to 
the ~ery Body of Christ. Thank you. 

http:recogrij.ze
http:allelu.ia


THE WEST END CATHOLIC PARISHES OF COATESVILLE 

SOLEMNLY CELEBRATE 'mE PASCHAL TRIDUUM AND EAS'rER 

SACltAMI~N'.r Or RECONCILIATION 

ConfessiQn5 will be heard 011 Wednesday, March. 31ll!;t~ from 4:50 to 5;20 p*s. 
in St. StanislatlS li;:ostka Church, and from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. in St. Joseph Churc:h~ 
~t5o, the oppottunity for the Sacrament of Reconc~liation is availabl.e upon your 
:request. 

HOLY TD.URSDAl~ ArRlL 1ST 

The Solemn Mass of the.Lord's Supper~ with. it$ Eucha~i5t1c Procession to the 

~pository" will be celebrated at 7:00 p.m.. itt St. Sta.1;d.sla,ns Kostka Clwrch for 

parishioners of both West End Chuxche.. Adoration before the Repository will be 

concluding at 12: 00 midnight. 


GOOD FRIDAY ~ APRIL 2ND 

The Solenro, Service of the Lord's, Passion and Deat.h will be celebrated a,t 3:00 
p.m* itt St. Stanislaus Kostk4 Church, and again at 7:00 p.m. in St. Joseph Church. 
Th.is Service incl.ud,e$ the Rea,ding of the paSlIOion according to St ~ Jobn, the Vener­
ation of the Ctos. .,nq t~ Distribut.ion of Holy Communion. 

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 3RD 

The Solemn Easter V~gil will. be celebrated at 7:30 p.m. (wb~n the sun has set) 
in St. Joseph Chur~h, for par.i$hioner~ot both West End Churches. It~. a Liturgy 
X'iel1 in scX'ipture and signs, songs a.nd symbol.s to mar.k ,Jesus' risill,g from the dead. 
Biessed Easter water ~il1 be available for use in the'home during the Paschal Sea­
son; kindly bX'ing a container. 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4TH 

Festive Masses will be celebrated at: 8:00 and 9:45 a.m. in St. Stan~slaus 
Kostka Church, and at 10:30 a.m. in St. Joseph Church. A special highlight is the 
cOngl'egation1s renewal of Bapti:smal promises and 'their being, sprinkled. with ne'Gll'ly 
bl.essed water at all the Masses. Also, at the 10:30 a.'Ul. Mass, the children will 
be invited to approach the ,a,Itar that their Ea~ter baskets might be blessed and a. 
little ft'Weet tr!~~,fP.ven them •. 

BLESSING OF THE FIRST F.ooDS OF EAsTER 

~eeping alive a venerable East.ern European custom, t:b~ First Foods of Easter 
will be blessed foX' home use on Holy Saturday, April 3rd" at 2:30 p.m.., in St. 
Stallisb.u8 Kostka Church. On the same occa$ion~ Children' eo EBster Basket. will 
likewise be blessed. 

SPECIAL DOLY': WEEK'COJ.J;EGTIONS' 

At:. t:.be Solellm Evening. Mus on Roll 'l'hut'su;Y:o the collection taken, u.p will. 
benefit the· Lenten OpeX'Ation Rice Bowl Program to feed the hungry of the world. 

At the Solemn Services ~ af.ternoon and even:ln,g" on Good Fr~day" the col1ect~ 
ion ta~n, npwill benefit tbe ~intenance of the Chr1stian Shrines in the Holy 
lAnd under the guardianship of the Fran~i$CJ!In Friars. 

Thank you for your k~nd response to th~se respeetive appeals. 
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